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Engaging students

“

Keeping students engaged in learning is one of the many arts of teaching. In
my classroom, it is important that I involve students in their own learning.
Having hands-on activities where students can manipulate materials,
hypothesize about a problem, and share their thoughts with others enhances
their desire to learn more about a topic. I also help students set goals for
themselves because there is no greater motivation than the satisfaction of
meeting or exceeding your own high expectations for yourself.

A tip for parents

“

If I could give parents one tip that could help their children be successful in
school it would be to lead by example; be the person you want your child to
become. I have frustrated parents come to me and say, "I cannot get my child
to read. They just won't do it." I ask politely, "Do you read?" Children model
what they see. If children see their parents reading, observe them helping
others, see them coming to school events and parent-teacher conferences,
they will follow in their footsteps. They will see that these things are
important and that their education has value.
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Learning from a mentor

“

I had a professor who shared the greatest analogy that I have thought of
often for over ten years. She said, "Think of students as having poker chips.
Some students have an abundance of chips because they have parents who
tell them they love them and they get compliments about how smart they
are. Then, there are those students who don't have any chips at all. Perhaps
no one at home tells them they care or they hear only of the wrong things
they do." As a teacher, I want to give my students as many poker chips as I
can because every child deserves and needs kind words, encouragement and
love.
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